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Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, “Nebuchadnezzar,
we don’t need to give you an answer to this question. If the God we serve
exists, then He can rescue us from the furnace of blazing fire, and He can
rescue us from the power of you, the king. But even if He does not rescue us,
we want you as king to know that we will not serve your gods or worship the
gold statue you set up.”

Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with rage, and the expression on his face
changed toward Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He gave orders to heat
the furnace seven times more than was customary, and he commanded some
of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego and throw them into the furnace of blazing fire.

So these men, in their trousers, robes, head coverings, and other clothes,
were tied up and thrown into the furnace of blazing fire. Since the king’s
command was so urgent and the furnace extremely hot, the raging flames
killed those men who carried Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego up. And
these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego fell, bound, into the
furnace of blazing fire.

Then Nebuchadnezzar jumped up in alarm. He said to his advisers,
“Didn’t we throw three men, bound, into the fire?”

“Yes, of course, Your Majesty,” they replied to the king.

He exclaimed, “Look! I see four men, not tied, walking around in the fire
unharmed,; and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.”

Daniel 3:16-25

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For
everything was created by Him, in heaven and on earth, the visible and the
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities — all things
have been created through Him and for Him. He is before all things and by
Him all things hold together.

Colossians 1:15-17

They were hoping to get delivered
the furnace, but God decided to deliver them

the furnace.

Nebuchadnezzar then approached the door of the furnace of blazing fire
and called: “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, you servants of the Most
High God — come out!”

So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out of the fire. When the
satraps, prefects, governors, and the king’s advisers gathered around, they
saw that the fire had no effect on the bodies of these men: not a hair of their
heads was singed, their robes were unaffected, and there was no smell of
fire on them.

Nebuchadnezzar exclaimed, “Praise to the God of Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego! He sent His angel and rescued His servants who trusted in
Him. They violated the king’s command and risked their lives rather than
serve or worship any god except their own God. Therefore I issue a decree
that anyone of any people, nation, or language who says anything offensive
against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego will be torn limb
from limb and his house made a garbage dump. For there is no other god
who is able to deliver like this.” Then the king rewarded Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego in the province of Babylon.

Daniel 3:26-29

The furnace will either to

God or make you Him.

We are pressured in every way but not crushed; we are perplexed but not
in despair; we are persecuted but not abandoned; we are struck down but
not destroyed. We always carry the death of Jesus in our body, so that the
life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body ...

For our momentary light affliction is producing for us an absolutely

incomparable eternal weight of glory.
2 Corinthians 4:8-10, 17

Jesus, show me where | can meet You,
and show my devotion to You,
and know You in a more intimate way.

* All scriptures from HCSB unless otherwise noted



