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And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to
pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be
seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in
Jfull. But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and
pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees
what is done in secret, will reward you. And when you pray, do not
keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard
because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father
knows what you need before you ask him.  Matthew 6:5-8

Lesson One: Pray

3 Categories of Communication:
1) Speaking to
2) Speaking in the presence of
3) Speaking in the absence of

Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your
presence? If I go up to the heavens, you are there. If I make my bed
in the depths, you are there... Psalms 139:7

“Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you
always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people

standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.”
John 11:41-42

e Don’t try to sound impressive
e« Don’t try to earn the answer
* Don’t pretend to want things that you really don’t

You deceived me, Lord, and I was deceived; you overpowered me
and prevailed. I am ridiculed all day long; everyone mocks me...
the word of the Lord has brought me insult and reproach all day
long... All my friends are waiting for me to slip, saying, "Perhaps
he will be deceived; then we will prevail over him and take our
revenge on him... Cursed be the day I was born! May the day my
mother bore me not be blessed... Why did I ever come out of the

womb to see trouble and sorrow and to end my days in shame?
Jeremiah 20:7-18

Lesson Two: Pray

Ask and it will be given to you, seek and you will find; knock and
the door will be opened to you. For evervone who asks receives,
the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will
be opened. Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a
stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? If you, then,
though you are evil, know how to give good gifis to your children,
how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those
who ask him! Matthew 7:7-11

Hezekiah received the letter from the messengers and read it. Then
he went up to the temple of the Lord and spread it out before the
Lord. And Hezekiah praved to the Lord... You alone are God over
all the kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven and earth.
Give ear, Lord, and hear; open your eyes, Lord, and see; listen to
the words Sennacherib has sent to ridicule the living God... Now,
Lord our God, deliver us from his hand. 2 Kings 19:14-19

*All scriptures from NIV unless otherwise noted



