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Haven’t you read in the Law that the priests on Sabbath duty in the 
temple desecrate the Sabbath and yet are innocent? I tell you that 
something greater than the temple is here. 
Matt 12:5-6 
 
 

John 3:1-18 
 
Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a 
member of the Jewish ruling council.  
 
He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are 
a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the 
signs you are doing if God were not with him.” 
 
Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of 
God unless they are born again.”  
 
“How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus 
asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s 
womb to be born!” 
 
Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the 
kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit.  
Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.  
You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born 
again.’  
The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you 
cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with 
everyone born of the Spirit.”   
  
“How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

“You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not 
understand these things?  
 
Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of 
Man must be lifted up,  that everyone who believes may have 
eternal life in him.”   
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but to save the world through him. 

 
…anyone who is hung on a pole is under God’s curse. 
Deuteronomy 21:23 

 
While everyone was marveling at all that Jesus did, he said to his 
disciples, “Listen carefully to what I am about to tell you: The Son 
of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men.”  
But they did not understand what this meant. It was hidden from 
them, so that they did not grasp it, and they were afraid to ask him 
about it. 
Luke 9:44-45 
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